LATER   ELIZABETHAN  POETRY

a Critical Study by B. E. C. Davis (1933), E. Greenlaw's valuable

Studies in Spenser's Historical Allegory (John Hopkins Monographs),
and the brilliant pages on Spenser's allegory and his conceptions
of love and marriage in G. S. Lewis's The Allegory of Love (O.U.P.
1936).

SIR WALTER RALEGH (? 1552-1618)

Ralegh, poet, courtier, explorer, captain of the Queen's guard
and historian of the world, was the author of a considerable body
of works in verse and prose. His poems appeared casually as com-
mendatory verses in other men's books and in miscellanies. It is
extremely difficult to establish either a canon of his authentic
verse or a correct text. He contributed commendatory verses to
Gascoigne's Steele Glasse (1576) and a noble sonnet of his was
appended with other commendatory poems to the 1590 ed. of the
Faerie Queene. Other poems by him were certainly printed in
England's Helicon (1600, see p. 205). They are signed Ignoto,
but poems by other authors also appear over this signature and
Warton in his History of English Poetry wrongly ascribes them all to
Ralegh. He was followed by Sir S. E. Brydges in the first separate
ed. of Ralegh's poems pub. in 1829. The poems ascribed to Ralegh
by Brydges with others were included in the 1829 ed. of Ralegh's
Works. In 1845, J. Hannah pub. his ed. of Poems by Sir Henry
Wotton, Sir Walter Ralegh and others in which, after a careful
examination, he ascribes 44 poems to Ralegh. Ralegh's poem on
Queen Elizabeth entitled Cynthia was long thought to be entirely
lost. Hannah, however, discovered a fragment of the e'Twenty-
first and last book" of it at Hatfield and pub. it in his Courtly Poets
from Ralegh to Montrose (1870, 1875). T^e standard modern
ed. of Ralegh's poems is that of Agnes M. C, Latham (1929).
It includes valuable bibliographical material and sets out the
evidence for the attribution of each poem to Ralegh.

For Ralegh's prose works see p. 239.

ROBERT SOUTHWELL (1561-95).

Robert Southwell, the Jesuit martyr, wrote ^most of his poetry
while he was in prison. In 1595 after his execution there appeared
two vols. of his verse, Saint Peter's Complaint written in the same
metre as Shakespeare's Venus and Adonis and intended as a counter-
blast to such profane poems, and Maeoniaey a collection of "ex-
cellent poems and spirituall hymnes". In 1606 appeared A
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